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. E generous 2 72 tion and 
dll Spirit of Perſons in 


the middling Rank of this Kingdom, 

and the Depravity and Selſiſpneſs of 
thoſe in a higher Claſs, was never 
amore remarkable than at preſent. 


i had the Firſt, in order to caſe _ 
the Laſt, muſt irritate, and excite 
ſome Reſentment in every ingenuous 


Breaſt ; though thoſe Perſons who 


oppoſe ſuch 8 meaſures are 
5 branded With the Name Ml Jaco- 
: dites. ö 


— 


The png of the Hine and bis 
Props: are the Jame 10 the cement- 


ng 


PREFACE. 


ing of which nothing can he more of- 


fectual than a few Progreſſes of the 


| King amongſt his People. This 


would produce happier leſfecis than 


any State Empiricks can ſupply by 


Succedaneums. To propagate this 
Truth ] have attempted, as much as 


in me lies, for the Service of my King 


and CG nth. 


7⁵ promote theſe amporian Pu 5 


pPoſes hath been the principal Em- 
_ ployment of my Life ; which, if 1 


bave been /o happy as to ſucceed in, 


T fhall think myſelf ampl 4 FROGS : 


for 2 Engeavours. | 


Ha 1 


Advertiſement. 


4 HE py 7 of this Dine is 
70 ſhew a good Militia may be 


obtained in ar Country at little or 
710 expence., and to point out the 
imminent dangers which may ariſe to 
any Country by keeping up a Stand- 
ing Army, without having, at the 
ſame time, a ſufficient Power to com- 
troul . ballance it. A good Mi- 
lia is bere proved 70 1 ſuch Power. 
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'COUNTERPOISE. 


1 Hov GH the combating 
_ deeply-rooted opinions is 
an arduous taſk, my love 
to my Country, 1 my on to 


his Majeſty, and the importunity of 


Friends, hath prompted me to un- 
dertake to demonſtrate the neceſ- 
ſity of our having a Militia, and the 
practicabi lity of f having a good one, 
at a very mall expence; the im- 
— poſſi- 


A 4 ) 
-oſſibility of doing. which is one of 5 
thoſe received prejudices that pre- 
vails. If I am ſo fortunate as to 
ſuccced, and, at the ſame time, to 
2 i the Diſintereſled and the 
ood, who are the only perſons I 
ſtudy to pleaſe, it will give me the 
higheſt fatisfaction ; nor do I need 
any other apology or inducement : 
for to pleaſe the; Intereſted and the 
Bad, who conſider every thing 
with a a ſelfiſn view, and thereby 
pervert the ſenſe of every laudable 
intention, is the labour, of Sy/p/ 
| 0 ent wer oy ming, | | 
og is. a great! misfortune, that 5 
Helke Feople are often ſe- 
duced” into falle Opinions, palmed 
upon them in Politicks as well as 


in other Topics, by crafty, 'defis ign- 


of "a * 


ing, a and wicked men, Which, with 


D 3194.6 


3 little exam uination, . would RR. 
1 e be 


* 
* LE 8 1 % 


()) 
be detected. Nor do I knew a 
more remarkable inſtance of this, 
than in the preſent caſe, which, tho' 
both important and: obvious, 1 is moſt 
groſly miſtaken. , It is affirmed, 
1 it. 18 incompatible with an ar- 
to have a good, cheap, and 
ee Militia in this coun- 
try. 1 know. that there have been 
No laudable attempts for eſta- 
; bliſking one, but my buſineſs at pre- 
ſent is not to aſſign the cauſe of 
their miſcarriage, but to endeavour 
to confute the many falſe ſuggeſ- 
tions that have been thrown? out, 


in order to obſtmed this laudable 
deſigns. 7 


Many are Ki opinion, that all 
| hath- been ſaid upon the ſubject of 
Standing Armies that can be ſaid. 
This is another groſs error; for 1 
know of nothing that 1 been 

wrote 


"* . 7 * * 
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wrote upon 1 danger of them, 
in regard to the Crown and Civil 
Magiſtrates, which every prudent 
man will think greatly worthy of 


his regard as well as the liberty 


of the People; for every good mem 


ber of the Commonwealth will con- 


ſider the whole as well as each Part: 


J. nequid. Caput detrimenti Re 


publica. : Þ ſhall-therefore conſider 


it N on the above fide, 88 


Some W a a Standing way 


is alone ſufficient for all purpoſes; 


and that we muſt conſtantly have 
ſuch an Army, to keep pace with 


our rival Power. This aſſertion is 
beſt anſwered by the example of 
that very Power, who hath.a very 
by good Militia of two kinds, conſiſt- 
ing of 200 regiments, moſtly for a 
ſecurity and ballance to its own 
great Army; otherwiſe the Grand 


1 — 


1 Counterpoiſe; for it is a very good 


(7) 

Monarch would not be very ſafe on 
his throne; in this reſpect therefore 
they act yay: politically. 5058 
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1 cunding Army, Init may 
be uſeful; yet I don't think a very 
great one at all times neceſſary : 

nor is it ſafe for the Crown, the 
Civil Magiſtrate, or the People, to 
| keep one at any time, without a 


ſervant, butan ill maſter. 


Some en are W imagine, that 3 
standing Armies are our only ſe- 
curity; which is another great miſ- 
take: Mr. Moyle, Mr. Trenchard, 

and others, eee attempt 

to prove, that Standing Armies have 
been, and will be, the ruin of every : 
country that have or will entertain 
them: whereby they have run in- 
to an invedtive againſt two forts of 


Stand- 


66 

Standing Armies. I am of another 
Mind, and ſhould be glad to re- 
e two ſuch ſeemingly con- 
tradictory opinions. I flatter my- 
ſelf that this may be caſily done, by 

taking the middle way; for thoſe 
writers being worked up by the heat 
of a warm imagination, and a zeal 
for the cauſe of Liberty, have miſ- 
taken the true ſtate of the queſtion; -. 


which is too commonly the eaſe = 


controverſial points; and by ſtating 
the queſtion too generally, have 
overſhot the mark. I admit Stand- 

; ing Armies have ruined all coun- 
tries that have had them, without 
a counterpoize,. but not thoſe who 
have had them with one; which 
cannot be done but by a well regu- 
lated Militia; In ſuch cafe an Army 
may be very uſeful, and, together 
with a Militia, may Malte this as 
mahle a nation as any in the 
2 world. 


. 9 1 
world. And ſurely this is a ſuffi- 


cient reaſon for ltyblithing ſo ne- 
ceſſfary a Force. 


The Wel that may ariſe to 
the Crown and Civil Power, from 
a large Standing Army, are ſo nu- 
merous. and manifeſt, that it was 
certainly an unpardonable preſump- 
ption and wantonneſs, in our for- 
mer miniſters, to endeavour the eſta- 
bliſhment of an Army, when, at 
the ſame. time, they, by their in- 
trigues, were depreſſing that force 
which ought to have been its poize. 
This ſhews how little regard and 

weight the good of the Sovereign, or 

Poſterity, have with ambitious Mi- 

niſters when oppoſed to their own 

ſecurity, which they have always 
ſought for .in a Standing Army ; for 
notwithſtanding the repeated Re- 
monſtrances of the People againſt 
C — * 
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( 2) 


one, thoſe Courtiers have conftant- 


ly refuſed to remove this imaginary _ 
evil to themſelves ; and, indeed, all 

ſucceeding miniſters have perſiſted, 
from the reign of Charles the Se- 
cond, in the ſame dangerous mea- 


| fire of hazarding the Crown, and 
expoſing every thing to the Mercy 


of a Standing Army. But let the 
pretences for this management be 


what they will, it is as unwiſe and 
dangerous a ks in reſpect to 
the King and the Civil Power, as 


a ws s thruſting his head into 


the mouth of a lion, to know if he 5 
would bite it off, or not. 


Thoſe EO TIRES who are placed 


at the helm of affairs perhaps may 


ſay, that no hurt can happen at pre- 


| ſent from a Standing Army, with- 
out ſuch poiſe, A rn chal the 
hands the Army is in, either to his 


3 


EF) 
Majeſty or the Civil Magiſtrate · 

This, I think, may be granted; 
but it is when a good Prince is on 
the Throne, that prudent ſtateſmen 
ſhould provide for all probable con- 
| tingencies, and not defer our ſecu- 
rity till the day of trial comes; for 
it then may be too late, 


Our . e in 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
forty-five, are ſurely too recent to 
be forgot. Had our Militia been on 

a good foot at ſo critical a time, we 
ſhould not have been obliged to en- 
ter into ſo many expenſive aſſo- 
ciations: And as the want of a good 
Militia then might have proved fatal, 
I think it abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Safety of the Nation, that one 
properly trained ſhould be eſta- 
bliſhet as ſoon as poſſible; for 
what good can an unexerciſed Mi- 
0 - litia 


litia do, ſuch as ff late hath been 


raiſed on emergencies, and march d 


out in ſuch haſte, that they have 
ſuffered greatly by the Arts of un- 


dermining, and felf-intereſted per- 
ſons, who took every opportunity 
of miſrepreſenting their behaviour z 
when, in fact, they could not be 
cal a Militia, but a mob. | 


1 will. venture to aſſert, 8 7 


whoever has the management of the 
Army, unleſs the Nation have. a 


proper Militia at the ſame time, the 


Crown and Civil Magiſtrate, are ſo 
far from being ſafe, that they will 
only have the favour granted by 


| — to Uses, of 10 Fi 


We bart too many inſtances of. 
wild beaſts devouring their keepers, 


. not to n ourſelves with « 64 ut- 


moſt 


( 13) 
moſt circumſpection. And what is 
more like wild beaſts than a mili- 
tary force, ſeparated fromthe people, 

for like them the execution of their 

projects are ſudden and irreſiſtable? 
What then muſt become of the 
ſheep when the wolves are ſhepherds, 

and without controul ? Seek there- 
fore your ſecurity by a Militia ; for 
no power, if ever fo right an uſe is 
made of 'it, can be the worſe for 
being - bounded, as the beſt may 
_ abuſe it when there i is No counter- 


* 


| Machiavel ſays, that every V Stat 

muſt fall, whoſe Civil and Military 
Powers are not adapted to each 
other; and illuſtrates it by many 
examples both antient and modern, 

in many parts of his Po/zzicks. And 

muſt we, who boaſt of being a free 

People, alter * ſo ſtrongly cau- 


tioned 28 


(x4) 


tioned by this great Maſter in the 


Art of Government, truſt his Ma- 
jeſty's ſafety, and that of our Laws 
and Liberties, to the diſcretion of an 
Army, when we have fo ealy a 
method to preſerve both, bye eſta- 
r a good Militia : * 


The following me will a- 
bundantly ſhew the neceſſity of 
our having what I contend for; and 

at the ſame time prove the Crown to 
be in danger from a Standing Ar- 

my when no regular F orce can be 


| Je: to it. 


1 he firſt Nance I | hall men- 
tion is the frequent revolutions in 
the Turkiſh empire, which are ge- 
nerally occaſioned by the turbu- 
lency of the Janiſſaries, who, tho 
only a body of about twelve thou- 
ſand men, are able to give law to 

that 


BELL 
that vaſt empire. This ought to 
be a very alarming circumſtance to 
Monarchs who keep a Standing 
Army, without a Militia ; for as 
their mutinous diſpoſition ariſes, in 
a great meaſure, from the want ot 
a 'Counterpoize, it is not in the 
power even of their Viziers to ap- 
peaſe them, or put a ſtop to their 
_ exceſſes. Thus the Grand Signior 
himſelf is in perpetual danger, tho” 
they pretend to revere him even to 
adoration. And if a Turkiſh Stand- 
ing Army, who are fo ſtrictly bound 
both by their religious and civil 
laws implicitly to obey their ſupe- 
riors, will thus bid defiance to all 
authority, what can we expect from 
our ſoldiers, who pay ſo little re- 
gard to any laws whatever? 


The Mamalukes £ Een were 
under the ſame ſubjection to their 
. Sul- 


{ 16 ) 
Sultans as the Janiſſaries are to 
theirs ; but the Want of a nedeſſary 
check has incited them to number- 
leſs outrages againſt their princes, 
which at laſt paved the way for an 
entire conqueſt of their country by 
the Turks, This is another ſtrong 

inſtance of the danger of a b en 

Army uncontrouled, 


The famous Kuli . whe 
the general of his army, was de- 


poſed and murdered by his own _ 


guards, who durſt not have done it, 

had there been ſufficient power in 
their government to call them to 
account for ſo dari ng an action. 


The Roman emperors 1 n 
fall experienced the ſame ſort of 
ſcourge, that it is ſurpriſing future 
Princes ſhould attempt to eſtabliſh 
ſo great an evil, eſpecially in Britain. 

1 It 


617 
It appears from the Riman hi- 
ſtory, that though many of their 
Emperors were great Generals, yet 
they were intirely at the mercy of 
the Prætorian cohorts, who were 
often inſtigated to the moſt fla- 
grant acts of rebellion by the ma- 
Chinations of their „ and 
ſometimes meerly for the fake of 
plunder. _ This cannot fail of a- 
wakening the jealouſy of thoſe 
| princes who have a large Standing 
Force, if they Wl but conſider that 
this mutinous diſpoſition in the Ro- 
man ſoldiery, at laſt ſubverted the 
laws and liberty of their Country. 
It is Hkewiſe neceſſaty to obſerye 
here, that we are liable to the ſame 
fate every day, as no effectual re- 
medy 19.0 been. PI . s for 8 WH. 
an BY: 
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0 18) 
Another Neat cauſe of the Ro- | 


inan emperors being ſo often mur- 


dered, was their diſarming the 


people, and truſting themſelves in- 


tirely to their guards; for thoſe 
lawleſs men knowing there was no 
regular force to oppoſe them, not 
only ſacrificed their Sovereign, but 


all whom they ſuſpected to be at- 
tached to the iurdered Prince, or 


| _ Miniſters.” roy 


Thee Force which” brought s about 


the above-mentioned events was 


very inconfiderable, compared to 
the vaſt extent of thoſe empires, the 


number of troops employed for that 


purpoſe in the firſt not exceeding 


twelve thouſand, and in the other, 
not above eight thouſand. And 
indeed it is perfectly amazing that 


ſo {mall a number ſhould be able to 


deſtroy 


6 
deſtroy ſixteen Roman emperors out 
of twenty-ſix, beſides their mini- 
ſters, favourites, and often all the 


officers of their - on body, who, 


it might be expected, would have 
been able not only to ſave them- 
ſelves but their maſters. The com- 
mon people ſeldom ſuffered; for as 
they had but little to loſe, the ſtorm 
chiefly fell 2. the Rich and. Af. 
Avent,” 
| The Cartheyinians oY had it: 2 
ing Armies, who in time turned 
their arms againſt their maſters, and 
actually attempted to ſack and 
plunder the city. This they would 
certainly have ſucceeded in, had 
they not been bravely repulſed by 
the Citizens and Militia; who re- 
ſiſted them with great cou urage and 
firmneſs, and by that means p re- 
ſerved their country fr rom falling a 
wy De . Wy 


0 


| 0 20) 
0 prey to the moſt cruel of all enen 
mies, a rebellious Standing Army. 
This being a very narrow, eſcape, 


ainly proves the neceſſity) of a 
ounterpoiſe to ſuch an A, 


Roſſa will mich v us wu a re- 


cent inſtance of the power "WY 
Standing, Army, where the preſent, 
Czarina had the addreſs, with the 
aſſiſtance of the guards, not only to 
ſet aſide the young Prince, and to- 
tally overturn. the plan - 
for his government, but: likewiſe 


.laid down 


fix herſelf upon the throne. This 


may happen in every country where 
there is a Standing Army, therefore 
let us e guard api} it. $ 


FS? if, in 1 ages, an in- 


| fant King, 2 diſhoneſt Miniſter, and 
an ambitious. Commander of the 
Dro 8 forces, Ad, at the ſame 


time, 


(ar) 
time, what, have we not to fear ? 
Will not the General ſet at defiance 
the Civil Magiſtrate, graſp, the ma- 
nagement of affairs, and fill all 
places of truſt with his own crea- 
tutes and dependants? This hath 
often happened in other countries, 
as fully appears from their annals, 
and may very poſſibly be the raſe = 
here, if we do not provide in time 
L gainſt ſuch accidents, by a regu- 
lar Militia, formed in fuch a man- 
ber as to be uſeful to the Nation, 
and, at the ame ty , 5 as P a 
poſſible. -aoiidga be | 


alt. * raiſed | Kim | 
to be General of the Parliamentary 
army, by a very artful manage» 
ment of the forces under bis com- 
mand, totally overturned the con- 
ſtitution of his Country, uſurped 
on — of all I public = af- 


fairs, 


„ # * „ 244 


6239) | 
fairs, and ſet at defiance thoſe very 
perſons who had conferred - the au- 
thority - upon him. And it ought 
to be remembred;; that he'perform- 
ed all this with a more religious ar- 
my than we bave ever bad fince his 
time. 7 +1 1 ir * 


| Monk; b Weed — . 
in the army, copied after him as 
Aloſely as poſſible, and deceived 
both the Parliament and Protector, 

by placing King Charles the Se- 

| cond on the throne; notwithſtand- 

ing his repeated 325 declara- 

5 ans to da eee, 


Ys, 
4 %% 4A 
* 


Av it now 'ptlinly appears, e 
3 and Standing Armies have 
_ often depoſed and murdered their 
Sovercighs,- and overturned the go- 
vernment they were paid to defend, 
what reaſon can be aſſigned Why 


We 


153) 


we have not a good _ 15 way 
of en e lil 0 26 


The Abbas Aülbeſſes of He 


4 8 in general from Standing 
Armies have been ſo largely treated 


of by others, that I ſhall confine 


myſelf to the danger that may ariſe 


to the people of our Metropolis, and 
other rich trading towns, from their 
wealth being in 1 des "ny he ; 


Z . 


the opulence! of. Didius, who pur- 


chaſed the Roman empire, and alſo 1 


the vaſt treaſure in the hands of 
private Bankers, Goldſmiths, and 


Jewellers, and the ineſtimable tihes 
of all forts lodged in our Cities and 
Towns, which are intirely defence- 


lol, "PS: e with any 


ſort 


When we 1 the n 
in the Bank, more immenſe than 


not a Militia be therefore more de- 
ſirable7 A Militia, at all events, 
is much more ſaſe and eligible than 
to rely 
di 
denying; and if we were to judge 
of ours by what we read in. the Seſ⸗- 
ſions- papers, they ſeem not to be 
the moſt truſty bankers in the 
world. . 
ſecurity on the one hand, 450 a 
_ contentment on the other to the 


{ {24 ) 


fort of fortifications, muſt it not 


alarm us to think, that ſuch accu- 


mulated wealth ſhould lie at the 


diſcretion of any Power that is poſ- 
ſeſſed of the ſword? And muſt 


y upon the honour of a Sol- 
iety, tho ever ſo honeſt or ſelf⸗ 


A Militia will be a great 


monied people; they. may alſo aſ- 


| fiſt: the Army in defending the 


Realm; and the gentry, as well as 
the inferior people, by engaging in 
it, may render the diſpoſition of 
the. nation more martial; which, 
with- 


— (25) 
without warlike exerciſes and other 
incitements to military ardour in 
our youth, may in time fink into 
the effeminancy of the Chineſe ; 
and this infection may even ſpread 
to the Army itſelf ; cowardice and 
pauſillanimity will be creeping upon 
us, and will ſlide from one to an- 
other, till we are become deſpi- 
cable, the conſequence and effect 
of the prevailing notion that an 
Army is ſolely to be relied upon, 
and that our defence is no body's 


© bulineſs who i is not paid for it. 


The effect ofthis dofirine, 4 
an Army is to be relied on, and is 
the moſt proper defence for this 
Oountry, was too apparent in the 
laſt war not to be taken notice of, 
when the puſillanimity of the people 
certainly extended itſelf to the Ar- 
my; and if not corrected, will-in- 
ö by; creaſe 
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by making the conſtituent parts of 


( 26 uf | 
creaſe till it become general, and f 
render us an eaſy and acceptable 
prey to the firſt invader, as we for- 
merly experienced in the ravages 


of the Danes and Mormans; and 
ſuch calamities we may again ex- 


pect, unleſs ſome remedy be pro- 
vided for preventing the evil, which 


can only be done by a Militia. 


| When the PIE PEE. con- 


ſulted the oracle about making their 
met; opolis impregnable, the anſwer 
was, Have a wall of bones. Let 
us follow the ſame counſel, by raiſ- 
ing, at a ſmall expence, a a well-diſ- | 


ciplined Militia, which may, with- 


out difficulty, be done in this coun- 


try, as ſhall hereafter. be demon- 


ſtrated. The Spartans, purſuing 
the advice of the Oracle, made their 


government uniform, and of apiece, 


the 


(27) 1 
the Civil State the conſtituent parts 
of the Army. Their Kings head- 
ed them as Generals, the Helotes 
ſerved as common Men, and their 
Senators and Ephori were appoint- 
ed their officers. By which means 
they became the moſt virtuous and 
_ valiant people the world ever pro- 
: duced, | inſomuch that no enemy 
dutſt appear on the banks of the 
Eurota: for many centuries. MV 
opinion is, that the ſame cauſes 
may any where produce the ſame 
effects; let us therefore, as near as 
pol ible, imitate them, by eftabliſh- 
ing a Militia; which is 1 moſt eſ- 
ſential and important means of at- 
taining” to the Spartan bravery. 
Nor can we continue without a Mi- 
litia, unleſs we chuſe to endanger 
our Property. Let us eftablith, 
_ therefore, ſuch a force, which will 
+80 at « once reed our military ſxill, 
ii IP and 


(2 ; ) 


| aud enable us o preſerve the 4 
ſure of which we are now poſſeſſed, 


which alſo will make us formidable 


in Arms, and ſhine with the luſtre 
of unenſlaved Britons. This end 
can never be obtained by an Army 
ſet apart from the people; it muſt 
be by a Militia, which, added to our 
: Standing Forces, wauld., ſtrike ter- 
ror in our enemies, and redouble 
our influence i in 0 ORE: n fich: 


We 77 Thy have. our "i 


demands granted, without 1 
twice for them, and prevent vaſt 
ſums from being laviſhed away 


in tedious conventions, negotiations, 


or ſubſidiſing; of any kind; we ſhould 
then command juſtice, where we 
now, in a ſubmiſſive manner, crave 
it; we ſhould ſoon make the figure 
in Europe, we did in the days of 


Cromwell; Britain would then 


main- 


4 ). 

maintain her dignity, and not mean- 
ly cringe to every power; we ſhould 
then reſume our priſtine weight, ſo 
much impaired by continuing the 
bad policy impoled upon us by 
Charles the ſecond, who, in order 
to ſetup a standing Army, to abet 
his favourite paſſion for arbitrary 
power, did, at the ſame time, by 
clandeſtine methods, depreſs the 
Militia, which has reduced us to 
this poor and pitiful condition. * 


King Famer following the en 
ample 54 his brother's conduct 
and falſe politicks, continued to 

oppreſs the Militia, intirely relying 
on the Standing Army; and diſ- 
regarding the remonſtrances of the 
people, his Army, as he deſerved, 
| deſerted him, and he was ruined; 
which may be the caſe as often 
as a Prince Places his confi- 
dence 
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{483 , 


dence in his Army, and not in his 


Nee 725 Fo 8 


King 77 . Cle of the a a- 
bove error, had the Militia muſter- 


„ zz © W 


4 ed, | and trained leben peo | and 


; bp times. in his chert reig n, e ena- 
bled him to carry all his Standing 
Forces into Flanders; (what a ſecu- 
rity would it have been in the year 
1745, for us to have ſuch a Mili- 
tia?) but to our great detriment, the 

ſiniſter views of ſtateſmen, without 

regard to, the publick good, or fafe- 


ty of the nation, revival under queen 
Anne the fame bad politicks that 
pievatled 3 in king Janes $ . * 


1 What pleaſure Hg it be to the 
wn beſt of princes, eminently bleſt with 
220 Every 


(32) 
every virtue, to reſtore that Military 
power to the people, fo much ap- 
proved in the days of William 
the third, when at 1 * ſame time 
he renews almoſt the ſame kind of 
laws here, under which his illuſtri- 
ous | anceſtors ſo long flou- 
riſhed, and of which, till they were 
| Conti, this nation, chiefly of 
Saxon original, did ſo many ages 
feel the good effects? What renown 
muſt it add to ſuch a rince, to re- 
eſtabliſh a form of Military power, 
ſo adapted to the public welfare 
and ſecurity. Machiavel and other 
political writers agree, as J have 
before obſerved, that no govern- 
ment can long exiſt, unleſs in a 
great meaſure the Military eſtabliſn- 
ment is conſtituted of the parts 
which compoſe the Civil; and which 
is almoſt the caſe here; for the re- 
turning to our own Saxon laws is 


oo in effect the thing propoſed, by © on- 
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OT; 
ly reviving the laws of our Militia. 
This will indear the Sovereign to 
the People, who ſpring from the 
ſame Saxon root, and have imprint- 
ed in their minds that noble ſpeech _ 
of his illuſtrious father, wherein he 
avowed, that the Sovereign glory 
Was inſeparable from the liberties of 
the people, and the glory of a Britiſh 
ſovereign was, that he did rule over 
à free people; and added, if any 
proviſion was wanting to improve it, 
be would with pleaſure contribute to 
the procuring it, all that lay in his 
| power. To the completion of this 
good deſign, nothing can be more 
conducive than a Militia, which 
would at the fame time be a means 
of ſecuring the liberties of the peo- 
ple, and of attaching the people to 
tis Majeſty, who by reſtoring the 
Militia, would become commander 
in chief of all his n ; he then 
would : 


9) 4 
would animate and win People of 
all degrees, having the nobles and 
gentlemen for his officers, the yeo- 
men, husbandmen, and artificers 
for his ſoldiers And thus would the 
nation be univerſally inſpired with 
true courage and magnan: _ RY 


"Brick atiimated by the preſence 
of him whoſe bravery at Oudenarde 
and Dettingen was remarkably tran- 

ſcendant, they then would apply 
; themes to Military exerciſes with 
the fame alacrity as they follow the 
© chace, when urged by the emulation 
of competitors, they dare a five- 
barr'd gate after the fox; they then 
would vye in the fineſt; arms, the 
fineſt furniture and horſes, yy who 
ſhould obſerve Military diſcipline 
the beſt. This. they will do; and 
inſtead of wandering over the Globe, 
{ſeeking adventures, for want of other 
77 


(34) 
employment, they will be induced 
to ſtay at home. This would be 

making perſons of fortune uſeful to 
the State. This would be true po- 
licy, and worthy of a Solon or a Ly- 
curngus, and why not of a Britiſh 

1 legiſlature ? This would more 

| unite his Majeſty and the people, 
than all the ſchemes of modern po- 
liticians : There would be then no 
complaints of diſaffection in the 
people, nor of their contempt of the 
laws; this would produce the moſt 

happy effects, and confirm and 

| 3 reciprocally the harmo- 

betwixt the prince and his 
og whoſe intereſts are one and 
the ſame; ſo as to defeat all the 
clandeſtine attempts of artful men 

_ againſt it; men whoſe private in- 

tereſt is to divide them: The Eng- 
tf gentlemen. would then have an 
opportunity of confuting the re- 


ceived . 


\ | 


(35) 
ceived falſe opinion of their being 
too effeminate for Arms, as they 


have of late had no opportunity of. 


ſhewing their proweſs, the Army 
being {o ſet apart from the reſt of - 
the Society, as if that trade and 
myſtery was not to be taught but to 
thoſe who are bound for life. Thus, 
according to the preſent fituation ot 
the Army, gentlemen of fortune 
cannot, if inclined, enter into the 
rio as proper and ſtated quar- 
ters and poſts are not appointed. | 
This is an egregious error in ſome 
part of our Military management. 
Jo fay that gentlemen may buy into 
the Army is not ſufficient, and ſome 
new regulations are certainly want- 
ed, if we have not a Militia, | 


That a Militia is 2 oth rail. 
ed in a rich populous 1 
: nie, cannot be denied; for a poor 
. N country 


(36 
country, thinly inhabited, cannot 
ſpare a ſufficient number from agri- 
culture. Training will be eaſier 
done where the people live near one 
another, becauſe they may meet 
more readily to be exerciſed; and 
that the people of a rich country 
will behave beſt is moſt probable, 
having more valuable effects to de- 


fend. We have riches, property, 


and liberty united, conſequently 1 


maintaining them, when we are 
formed into a Militia, we ſhall be 
| keener to reſiſt any Army of Invad- 
ers; as many inſtances of the beha- 
viour of our Militia in ſuch caſes 
evidently make 1 ook 


It Rands upon the Tour! of the 
Houſe of Commons, that thanks 


be given to Mr. Walker, for having 
ſo bravely defended Liondondeiny 
from King king $ Army; who 0 


be- 


1 
beſieged it, and was obliged to raiſe 
the ſiege, by the heroic and gallant 
defence Mr. Waller made at the 
head of the Town's Militia ; and 
when the regular ſoldiers of king 
William's Army, in the Town, re- 
fuſed to ſtand by him, and their 
Officers would have delivered up 
the Town allo, fifteen hundred Eu- 


niſtilling Militia beat ten thouſand 


Regulars, commanded by General 


Mackartey in the ſame war, who had 
three thouſand men left dead upon 
the ſpot. Theſe br were per- 
formed by Militia only. 


\ The Swiſs Militia beat the Duke 
of Burgundy twice, at the head of 
regular Armies, and killed, in one 
of the battles, twenty thouſand 
Frenchmen ; in memory of this 
action their ſouls: are {till preſerved 
by the Swiſs, who ſhew them to 


5 travel- 


8 G 3 
travellers; nor have the French dar- 
ed to moleſt them ſince. If ſuch an 


inferior State could thus nobly defend 


itſelf by its Militia, againſt the at- 
tacks of ſuch a mighty Kingdom 
as France, why may not more be 
expected from a Britiſh Militia, as 


we atleaſt regard Britain as the ri- 
val of France 9 


The Genotſe citizens, in the laſt : 
| war, expelled the victorious Au- 
 firian Regulars out of their city, 
and the Genagſe Regulars were beat 
in their turn, in Cor ſica, by the Mi- 
litia of that iſland. Are not theſe 


powerful perſuaſzons for — 
A Militia here? 


7 he New-Eng "Te Militia tank 
Cape Breton; as Stang a con- 
queſt for this country as millions 


ſpent by us upon our Standing Army 
| produced. 1 _ 


(39) 


At Port le Orient the Militia of 
the country appearing, put into diſ- 
order ſeveral thouſand of Britiſh 
troops, and made them retreat pre- 
apitately to their Ape. 


| The rebels, who were but a bad 
Militia, and many of them boys, beat 
our troops twice out of three times 
in 1745, tho' ſome of them had be- 
haved well in Flanders before: Tis 


remarkable, that in one of the battles, : 


whether thro caution or forgetfu]- 
neſs, the Glaſgow Militia were ſlight-⸗ 
ed or neglected, in not having a poſt 
aſſigned them: But they took one of 
their own accord on the left of the 
Army, oppoſite to the enemy, which, 
J muſt obſerve was the only place 
where any action happened worth 
mentioning. After the regular Ar- 
my was $ retreated, they! ſtood and 
| main” 


4.40) 

maintained ek ground moſt he 
roically, ſo as to ſecure, in a great 
"meaſure, the retreat. of the Army, 
at the hazard of their lives and li- 
berties, many of them being eut in 
pieces, and many made priſoners. 
And I am convinced, that the bra- 
very of that body was ſuch, as they 
that day remarkably diſtinguiſhed 
| themſelves, tho' a raw unpractiſed 
Militia, that had they been properly 
- poſted and animated, they would 
ingly ] have beat that party of the ; 
rebels which forced: Our regular 
Army to retire; for I muſt obſerve, : 
that the rebels fought but in one 
place, which was the left, where 
the Glaſgow men, in the ardour of 
| loyalty, had poſted themſelves. What 
reward they merited, or have re- 
ceived, and whether adequate to 
their ſervices, the ſage Politicians at 
the helm of affairs can beſt deter- 


mine, 


(47) 
who, to the ſurpriſe of many, gave, 
not without reluctancy, to the ci- 
tizens of Glaſgow, a ſmall ſum of 
money; but a large ſum was taken 
from an hoſpital erected for the ſup- 
port of thoſe who have ſpent their 
vigour, and loſt their limbs in de- 
fence of our happy Eſtabliſhment, 
and beſtowed upon a Papiſt, whoſe 
| family had been in rebellion : But 
it is much beyond my comprehen- 
ſion to unfold the myſtical policy of 
thoſe. ſtateſmen, that adviſed this 
pee gh 


hn Soi King bf Poland, 
rail ſed the ſiege of: Vienna (a moſt 
gallant action,) againſt the 7urki/h 
Army, conſiſting of Janiſſaries and 


other regulars. The Poles were 


moſt of them only Militia; to this 
gelorious victory, the moſt illuſtri- 


( 42.) 
ous Prince, King George l. did 
gallantly and h contribute. 


The FRED ce ! 5 
ly prove, that Militias may be of 
excellent ſervice, if properly. en- 
couraged in this country. The 
Army of the Imperial Queen, ahh 
did her moſt real ſervice, and was 
her chief protection and ſafeguard, 
compoſed of Hungarians, Pandours, 
and Croats, were almoſt of them h 


: Militia, 


When Militia laws are obtained 
here, and men are regularly trained 
and exerciſed accordingly, which 
they have not been of late, as they 
ought to be in England, we may 
then have a fair trial of their worth, 
and thus the af perſion of bad beha- 
viour thrown upon our Militia, 
wehen raiſed, may be wiped off, and 
their 


$1 
their character retrieved ; eſpecially 
as it ought to be conſidered, that in 
their preſent ſituation they are ne- 
ver trained previous to their draw- 
ing out into the field. Thoſe per- 
ſons contribute to make them bad, 
that accuſed them of being ſo, in 
order to get quit of them; but peo- 
ple of this diſpoſition are to be 
guarded againſt. Hic nigri ſunt 
& tu Romani Caveto. There is no 
doubt of our Militia behaving as 
well, and of being not inferior, or 
rather better ſoldiers, than regular 
troops who have been kept in idle- 
neſs, during a long peace. AMilitia 
is abſolutely. neceſſary for our pre- 
ſervation, when the Army is abroad, 
as appeared in the years one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and forty-three 
and forty-five : This will enable us 


5 to employ all Our Regulars abroad 8 = 


for the future, as in the time of 
0 2 William 
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72 Man the Third: And our s 


ing no fortified towns, is a ſtrong 
argument for ſecuring ourſelves by 
a a well- Wa MERE Militia, 


That the Eu, 7 Militia how 
been deſignedly neglected, is evi- 


dent from the Militia laws now in 


being, in which a clauſe that ſpe- 


cifies what ſort of arms they ſhould 


bear, 3 mentions, that they al each 
have a muſket, five feet in the bar- 
rel, a bayonet in proportion, -fup-. 
poſe two feet and an half, and a 


ſock a foot and an half; ſuch a 


piece will make a pretty good half- 
pike, the length being nine feet. 


Theſe are the Sizes which the Mi- 
litia are obliged to obſerve, by the 


direction of one of the lateſt acts 


of Parliament; and any reaſonable 
man may judge, if 6ur Militia is 


not een W Tis a mat- 


ter 


(45) 
ter of no conſequence by whom this 
was done; Jacobites or Courtiers 
are the ſame to me, if we are to be 
involved in ruin, by their wicked 
meaſures. If a thing is wrong, it 
ought to be expoſed to the world, 
in order that it may be rectified. 
Nothing can merit more attention 
than an enquiry into the true ſtate 
of the Militia: and if, upon exa- 
mination, it appear that they have 3 
been traduced and defignedly a 
buſed, ſuch a uſeful Inſtitution Full 
ſores to be vindicated from unde- 
ſerved cenſure ; an inſtirution which 
would promote many good . pur- 
poſes of the State, and overturn all 
deſtructive ſchemes that 1195 here- 
ay be nen 


— igforcorhe arguments 
that may be urged in favour of the 
4 rd 1 ſhall beg leave to remind 


s {ome 


(46) 
ſome gentlemen, who may, - per- 
haps, oppoſe the amendment of 
the Militia laws, by obſerving that 
they do not exert themſelves as they 
ought to promote the intereſt of the 
Commonwealth. Of this allegation 
the preſent manner of arming the 
Militia is a proof. They may in- 
deed reply, that they were not the 
preſcribers of this method; but are 
they not culpable in permitting the 
Clauſe already mentioned, and ſome 
others, to paſs ſo long unheeded 
and unrectified in ourStatutes ? This 
forbearance undoubtedly ſhews, at 
leaſt, a tacit approbation of the 
- preſent Militia laws; and ſurely the 
| beſt attonement they can make to 
the Publick for their negligence, as 
it may be called in the ſofteſt 
terms, is now to promote and en- 
courage a new Militia bill; for of 


what uſe could the Müitia have 


2 deen, 


(47) 
| been, if they had been drawn ut 
in 1746, agreeable to an act of Par- 2 
liament paſſed at the time of the 
Rebellion? | 


It is aid our rival e "To 
- vaſt Standing Force, and may, at 
pleaſure, devour us, unleſs we aug- 
ment our regular Army in fome pro- 
portion to theirs. But granting this 
to be true, it is an argument for diſ- ” 
_ ciplining our Militia; for how can 
our Army reſiſt ſuch numerous 
forces as France can bring upon us? 
It is indeed ſufficiently ſtrong to en- 
danger the liberties of the People, 
but too weak to repel Invaders; nor ö 
can we, withont our Militia, not- . 
withſtanding our great and burden 
ſome army, draw eight thouſand 
men together, for the defence and 
TRE of the Capital itſelf. But 
a Militia is a ready refuge, at an 
* 


148) 
ue ; and the French ate 


indebted: ta this expedient. for the 
facility with which they fit out and 
ſupply their mighty Armies; and as 
we ſeem to be fond of following 
their follies and fopperies, let us 
alſo imitate their prudence and co 


nomy in this particular caſe. And 
though a Mili 


itia. ſhould. leſſen the 
number of our regular troops, yet 
it will inlarge our military force to 
ſuch a degree, as to enable us to 
| _ with that inſolent at 1100 
5 . d argument for 7 
_ eſtabliſhing a Militia is, that the ex- 
_ - pence. will be trifling ; for about the 
Sum vrhich ſix thouſand of the pre- 
ſent Britiſh army colts the Naton, 
will maintain a good Militia:of One 


hundred and 1 thouſand men: 


80 that, if we ſhould reduce fx 


e of our fifty-lax thouſand, 


nov 


bags ns 


0 4000 


| minions, it would pay the whole 
charge, at the hi oheſt computation, 


; eaſily be 15 pared. I ſay 7 this is the 


higheſt he og for if they are 
exerciſed on Sundays, after Divine 
Service, and on Holla, ys, and the 
ved, y, it will 
make the charge ſtill leſs, as little 
or no expence will be meer in 


Farmers ſerve 


wien and ind xencfing them. 


To a trading Nation "ry a, Mi . 


 litia is the moſt advantageous pro 
tection, and by obſerving theſe days 
of exerciſe there is no loſs of . 
nor of | men's labour, 


now maintained in the Beitiſb do- 


And ſurely theſe 12 thouſand may 


and if they 
ſhould be drawn out into actual ſer- 

vice, they will return to their work 
again as if they had never been ab- 
ſent: but the Standing Army, on 
the contrary, by =_ the ſtrongeſt 


and 
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and ableſt of dur manufacturers away 
from their homes and occupations, 
and keeping them in idleneſs till 
they have forgot their buſineſs and 
become unable to procure their own 
fubſiſtance, brings them at laſt to 

be a burthen to their reſpective pa- 
riſhes, and conſequently to the pub- 
lic in general. This inconvenience 
a good” Militia bill, well framed, 
would in a great degree remove; 
and even by the preſent laws, it is 
not only poſſible but eaſy to be 
done, there needing only a few al- 
terations to be made in ſome clauſes, 
and two or three new ones to be 
added. But the following ſcheme 
would much facilitate the affair, 
and might ſoon be brought into ex- 
ecution, if there was half the ſpirit 
uſed amongſt gentlemen to contri- 
bute e its perfection, as there 
ma bei intrigues to prevent its taking 
1 Rö 8 


( $74) | 
effect. For whatever is propoſed tc to 
be done is ſo cheap, ſo eaſy, and ſo 
conducive to the protection and 
welfare of the ſtate in general, to 
the benefit of poſterity, and to the 
oppoſition of any attacks from a 
foreign enemy, that. few: can be 
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HAT the old acts of the Mi- 
litia, ſhall continue in full 


force in all things, in which they 
are not altered by a new law. 


Firſt, It is alſo ME? 4 the 
government ſhall from he ncefortn 
oblige the Lieutenants of the coun- 


ties, and their Deputies, to have the 
Muilitia exerciſed and trained con- 

ſtantly the firſt Sunday in every 
"0 month, in the afternoon after divine 


ſervice, 


(633) 


ſervice, | in ſuch places as are moſt 
convenient, not exceeding three 
meaſured miles from the habitation 
'of the perſon. to be ſo exerciſed; : 
and, at the diſcretion of the Lieu- 


| tenant, fuch places are to be fir d. 


| That ow ſhall twice a year, at 
: ach places as the Lieutenants and 


Deputies ſhall appoint for the ſame, 
viz. on Eafter-Monday and Eaſter- 


Fueſday, Whitſun-Monday and 
x Whitfun-Tueſday meet, muſter and 
exerciſe in regiments; - and, upon 
Eaſter-Monday annually, every ſol- 
dier, who is there muſtered, ſhall 
enter his name in the Muſter-Ma/- | 
ters roll, in the manner as is directed 
other acts of parliament concern- 


2 ing the Militia, 


And tak thay 5 are ſo e ; 
fol be — to ſerve that "our; : 


( 54+) 
unleſs, upon ade es cauſe ſhewn, 


they | have a diſcharge from hs. 
Deputy-Licutenants, aid another 


perſon appointed in his room; * 


in caſe of death of ſuch 


within the year, another ſhall = 


appointed to ſerve the remainder - 
that in 


— 


Provided: Fo . that 2 
who ſerve in ri ght of their eſtates 


perſonally, be — obliged to do 
duty with thoſe who ſerve as Depu- 


ties, but be appointed to do duty 
: {ſeparately . the ſubſtitutes. 


tenants, unleſs they are poſſeſs d of 
lands and tenements of three hundred 


\Provided: allo, that: none. | ſhall. 
have power to act as Deputy-Lieu- | 


pounds a year; which is the quali- 


Heation for a Member of Fuliament. 


That 


4389 

That every perſon appointed to 
be Colonel and Lieutenant- Colonel, 
ſhall be poſſeſs d of lands and tene- 
ments, to the amount of five hun- 
dred pounds : a year, and upwards; 
which is the qualification of every 
perſon obliged to ſerve on  horſe- | 


back, 


5 "That « every San ind gubal- 

| tern-Officer, {ſhall be poſſeſs d of 
one hundred pounds a year, at leaſt, 

or be the ſon and heir to a perſon | 


of three hundred e a year. 


1 hat the ſort and * of the 
Arms," Accoutrements, Ammuni- 
tion, Uniforms, &c. be left to the 
Lieutenantsand Deputy-Lieutenants, 
as they from time to time, in their 
diſcretion ſhall judge moſt proper 
for the good 7 the ſervice, not- 
withſtanding any clauſes in any 


other 


7 


; 6560 
other act of Parliament to the: con- 
| _ hereof. | 


This @ the Pian pe apa did 
gentleman I — and to take 
off objections, he chuſes to follow: 
the old laws concerning the Militia 
of this country, as near as may be 
conſiſtent with the good of the 
ſervice. The advantages, if the 
attempt ſucceeds, will be ineſtima- 
ble to the community in general; 
the charge of it is ſurpriſingly lit- 
tile, when compared with, that of the 
other Military Forces : But if, in- 
deed they ſhould happen tobe drawn 
out on real ſervice, in time of war, 


the expence muſt be greater; but 


then we ſhall have a good Militia 
that will not be the fame of, but 
an honour to, the nation, amount- 
ing to about one hundred and fixty 
thouſand men. This . ad- 
* ” 
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ded to our Standing Army, muſt 
give us weight every where, and in- 


timidate all our enemies, both at 


home and abroad. Our Standing 
Army, ſingle, and without a Mili- 
tia, is inconſiderable againſt France, 
our ancient inveterate enemy; with 
her we cannot cope without much 
greater numbers. Suppoſe our re- 
gular Army about fifty thouſand 
men, having about ſeventy-ſeven 
regitnents | in pay, and many thou- 
ſand penſioners. A great General, 
at the head of that part of che 
Army, which is in Britain, with a 
ſtaff, and other new regulations, to 
make the Army more ſtrong than 
ever it was in the time of peace be- 
fore, and the regiments compleat, 
which is more than they are ſaid to 
have been formerly. This force of 
our regular Army and our Militia, 
united with our Seamen, muſt de- 
. ter 


6) 

ter the French and Spaniards, from 
uſing us ill on any account, either 
in rifling of ſhips, or diſturbing our 
Iſlands, and other American ſettle- 

ments; and ſerve all other good 
purpoſes that the State may require 
in any exigency en 5 


POSTSCRIPT. 


BE. Jets * nleaſure, — I wrote 
this, ſeen a maſterly and ingenious 
Treatiſe which concurs in the fame 


ſentiment with me, of the want of 


a Militia, and the danger of a large 
Army, which, tho' I confeſs the ſu- 
periority of the performance, Lean't 
help remarking, that the author, 
with Mr. Moyle and Mr, Trenchard, 
unite in relying, upon a Militia, or a 
Crown Army, whilſt the polite mo- 
dern Patriots . Weir: truſt ſolely 
upon 


(59) 
upon a regular 3 but medio i 
Puri mus 1016. 1 


The e of promoting 85 
ſcheme, and to aſſiſt its being car- 
ried into execution, was the cauſe 
of attempting this Treatiſe, which 
through ſhortneſs of time, and hur- 
ry of buſineſs, is far ſhort of that 
accuracy which was intended, as it 
has gone without a tufhcient reviſal 


He means nottocenſure any parti- ; 
cular perſon, but as far as in him lies, 
to ſet this affair of a Militia in a true 
light, according to his apptehenſi- 
on, and to eſtabliſh: at” the ſame 
time this truth, never to be departed 
from, that his Maje ſty i is more be- 
loved by his people, than ever was 
any Prince upon the Br1zifþ throne, 
though he 1s wry he cannot ſay 0 


much 5 


* 
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The „ of bomoting 55 
ſcheme, and to aſſiſt its being car- 
ried into execution, was the cauſe 
of attempting this Treatiſe, which 
through ſhortneſs of time, and hur- 
ry of Tuſineſs, is far ſhort of that 
accuracy which was intended, as it 
has _ without a ſufficient reviſal, : 


He meansnotto cenſure any parti- 
cularperſon, but as far as in him lies, 
to ſet this affair of a Militia in a truc 
light, according to his apprehenſi- 
on, and to eſtabliſt at th& ſame 
time this truth, never to be departed 
from, that his Majeſty is more be- 
loved by his people, than ever was 
any Prince upon the Britiſb throne, 
though he 1s lorry. he cannot ſay 0 


much 


187 
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